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Affection: Expecting Too Much, Too Soon from the Stepparent 

 

Air date: October 16, 2023 

 
Ron: Expecting too much, too soon from a stepparent can lead to disaster.  
 
Announcer: For FamilyLife Blended®, here’s Ron Deal. 
 
Ron: One common pitfall for biological parents is expecting your child to quickly 
become affectionate with the stepparent. Sometimes children are naturally affectionate 
with stepparents but not always.  
 
So, let me make a suggestion to stepparents. Notice your stepchildren’s level of 
affection with you and match it. Find the kiss, hug, wink, wrestle, high five or fist bump 
they prefer and go with that. Today anyway, and trust that tomorrow might open the 
door to something new. When it comes to stepparenting, small steps get you much 
further down the road than forcing really big ones. For FamilyLife Blended I’m Ron Deal. 
 
Announcer: To find out more visit familylifeblended.com. 
 
FamilyLife Blended with Ron Deal is a production of FamilyLife®. 
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