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Can You Discipline Your Stepchildren? 

 

Air date: January 18, 2021 

 
Ron: Hey Ron, can stepparents discipline their stepchildren? 
 
Announcer: For FamilyLife Blended®, here’s Ron Deal. 
 
Ron: Periodically I get that question because someone heard a TV talk show host say 
that stepparents should not discipline, that only the biological parents should do that. To 
be candid, that’s poor advice. What if foster parents or adoptive parents did that? It’d be 
utter chaos. Or imagine sending your child to a friend’s house for a sleep over and 
expecting the parents to not be in charge of your child. Or sending them to school 
where the teacher has no authority.  
 
Now, stepparents should not act independently of the biological parent, work with them. 
And as long as you enforce the rules you have agreed to, you can discipline your 
stepchildren. For FamilyLife Blended I’m Ron Deal. 
 
Announcer: To find out more visit familylifeblended.com. 
 
FamilyLife Blended with Ron Deal is a production of FamilyLife.  Help for today.  Hope 
for tomorrow. 
 
We are so happy to provide these transcripts to you. However, there is a cost to 
produce them for our website. If you’ve benefited from the broadcast transcripts, would 
you consider donating today to help defray the costs?  
Visit http://www.familylifeblended.com/donate. 
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